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ecclesiastical equipment, a Franciscan friar to instruct these
erring sheep and bring them back into the Church's fold.

After catering for Socotra's military and religious needs,
Tristao da Cunha was to sail direct to India to fetch the
pepper home, leaving Albuquerque, with six si dps and 400
men, chief captain of the Indian Ocean. His mission would
be to patrol the seas, explore the Arabian coast and capture
any points that might be useful; Ormuz, (or instance, might
prove a valuable asset. In addition, the fortress of Socotra
was to be Albuquerque's peculiar care, and was to be kept
supplied with such stores and munitions as were found
necessary. In 1508 Albuquerque would proceed to India,
present his credentials to the departing Viceroy, and take
over the reins of government himself.

All these instructions D. Manuel delivered to bis future
governor together with a rich and costly flag, a crimson
cross emblazoned on white satin. This banner figured sub-
sequently in every one of Albuquerque's battles, and sixty
years later, faded and torn, accompanied bis bones to Por-
tugal.

The 1506 fleet consisted of sixteen ships. Those of the
squadron to remain with Albuquerque were commanded
respectively by Afonso Lopes da Costa, Antonio do Cainpo,
Manuel Teles, whose father Alvaro was sailing under Tristao
da Cunha's flag, and Francisco de Tavora, a brave but bad-
tempered young man. The sixth ship was already in the
Indian Ocean and was to join the fleet at Mozambique.

This time Albuquerque took with him two of his nephews,
D. Afonso and D. Antonio de Noronha, sons of bis sister
Constanta. D. Afonso had the not very lively prospect of
being left at Socotra as captain of the fort, while I). Antonio,
a cheerful, reckless lad of twenty, who feared nothing and
was everybody's friend, was to accompany his uncle.

With Tristao da Cunha sailed his young son Nuno,
destined years later to be himself a governor o^ndia,
Lionel Coutinho, Job Queimado, Ruy Pereira, the Alvaro
Teles already mentioned, Joao Gomes de Abrcu and others*